
National Society Spotlight 1: The report from SDIR-5 

The EACR’s new National Society Spotlight will see a different affiliated National Society in 
focus each month in the EACR’s fortnightly e-news Bulletin. We start with SDIR, the Srpsko 
Društvo Istraživača Raka (Serbian Association for Cancer Research), who recently held their 
5th Congress and have written a report highlighting the success of the meeting. You can read 
it below. 

Name of conference: 5th Congress of the Serbian Association for Cancer Research (SDIR) with 
international participation “Translational potential of cancer research in Serbia” (Virtual Event) 
Date of conference: 3 December 2021 
How many participants attended? 206 participants attended SDIR-5. 

How would you summarise the topic of the conference to a lay-person who does not 
know about the topic?  

The focus of the congress was to present the newest data derived from basic and translational 
cancer research. Caroline Dive delivered a plenary lecture titled “Liquid biopsies in lung cancer”. 
Data presented in the “Advances in solid tumor research” session referred to ctDNA biomarker 
detection in patients with colorectal cancer and pathways important in small cell lung cancer stem 
cells. The “Cancer and metabolism” session covered topics referring to targeting of energy 
metabolism and lysosomes as an anticancer strategy and novel bispecific antibody-drug conjugates-
like therapeutic agents in pancreatic cancer. 

The session on “Radiobiology” covered topics relating to the role of IL6 in radiotherapy-induced 
toxicity, clinical application of senotherapeutics, radiation effects on DNA methylation and the 
interrelationship between FYN and miR-128/193a-5p/494 in prostate cancer. Finally the session on 
“Imaging in cancer” covered topics relating to real-time microscopy of invasive cancer cells in the 
tumor microenvironment, refining and imaging colon cancer heterogeneity and vessel co-option and 
resistance to therapy in glioblastoma.

 
EACR-sponsored Best Poster/Abstract Prize winners: Iva Podgorski, Marija Ostojić, and Jelena Stanić 

What was a highlight of the conference? 

The main highlight of the SDIR-5 congress was bringing together cancer researchers from Serbia, 
Serbian researchers based abroad, and colleagues with whom active collaborations with SDIR 
members exist to significantly enhance scientific knowledge in the field of oncology and discuss the 
translational potential of the latest data derived from cancer research in Serbia and abroad. The 
excellent plenary lecture delivered by EACR president Caroline Dive was an important highlight of 
SDIR-5 congress. 

https://www.eacr.org/national-societies


  

Virtual event team: Marija Đorđić Crnogorac, Ana Krivokuća, and Mihajlo Ćirin 

Why was the conference scientifically important? 

The SDIR-5 congress was scientifically important because it brought the newest scientific findings in 
the field of basic and translational cancer research in Serbia and abroad. The excellent scientific 
programme enabled SDIR-5 participants to gain new knowledge and develop new ideas through four 
interactive sessions and a poster session. 

What would you have done differently if you could? 

We would organize at least one session in the form of live debate or a short session in the form of 
meet the expert talk. EACR conferences have inspired the members of SDIR Scientific and Organizing 
Committee to introduce new forms of congress sessions instead of classic sessions. For sure, this will 
be one of the goals for the next SDIR-6 congress. 

  

Closing remarks: Mirjana Branković-Magić and Ivana Matić 

How was this conference different from other scientific conferences? 

Our fifth congress was different from the past SDIR congresses because it was held as a virtual event. 
Despite that, the SDIR-5 congress was the most successful congress in the history of SDIR, with 206 
registered participants including speakers, from 15 countries worldwide. The fact that congress was 
virtual enabled us to create high-quality scientific programme and to invite distinguished 
international speakers in the field of oncology. For the first time, the president of EACR delivered a 
plenary lecture at our congress which increased the congress visibility and its scientific quality. 



Were there any particularly innovative sessions? 

The innovative part of one session at SDIR-5 congress was devoted to short lectures selected from 
SDIR member principal investigators of the Program for Excellent Projects of Young Researchers 
(PROMIS) that was initiated by the Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia in 2020. The topics 
covered tracking systemic therapy resistance of lung and colorectal cancer in liquid biopsies, cancer 
biosensors based on gene regulatory elements and drug repurposing in pancreatic cancer. 

 


